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1. The British Academy Third Annual Shakespeare Lecture ( London. 1913) .
p. 11

2. See Freidrich Gundolf’s preface to his edition of Shakespeare in deutscher
Sprache ( Berlin. 1920). 1:5-7

3. Faust II (Boston and New York. 1871). p. vi.

4. Faust (New York.n.d.).p. 4

5. W. H. van der Smissen. Gothe’s Fsust : Done into English Verse in the Origi-
nal Metres with Commentary and Notes (London. 1926). p. xviii

6. Thid.. p. xii

7. Faust (New York. 1941). P. iv.

8. Faust: PartI. Rinehart Editions no. 75 (New York. 1955). p. xxxv.

9. Alfred McKinley Terhune. The Life of Edward Fitzgerald (New Haven. 1947).
p.223

10. North American Review. 109 (oct. 1869). 575-76. John D. Yohannan. in his
view of the Rubaiyat as translated by Robert Graves and Omar Ali-Shah. reaf-
firms the value of Fitzgerald’s version when he asserts that “despite its occa-
sional dictional felicities. it [ the new translation ] fails. like the others. to match
even the time-eorn colors of the superb Victorian recreation of Khayaam.” (The
New York Times Book Review. July 28.1968.p.10)
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11. Terhune. Life of Fitzgerald. p. 222.

12. George Sampson. The Concise Cambridge History of English Literature
(Cambridge. England. 1941) p. 274

13. Theodore Savory. The Art of Translation. (London. 1957) p. 39. See also F. O.
Matthiessen. Translation. an Elizabethan Art ( Cambridge. Mass.. 1931).

14. Savory. Art of Translation. p.

15. 101Edmond Cary. La Traduction dans le monde moderne (Geneva. 1956).
p. 185

16. Ibid.. p. 165

17. Ibid.. p. 62 The Jugoslav Nobel Prize winner. Ivo Andic. in an address to
an international assembly of translators. made the following remark printed in
Babel. 9 (1963).175: “Qu’est-ce que traduire. en somme? C’est I'art et 'aptitude
de prendre le lecteur par la main. de le conduire a travers regions et des espaces
ou seul il n’aurait jamais penetre. de lui faire decouvrir des objets et des phe-
nomenes qu’il n’aurait jamaia vu autrement.”

18. Samuel Putman. The Portable Rabelais ( New York. 1946). p. 5.

19. Ibid.. pp. 6-41.

20. Cf. Pauline Steiner and Horst Frenz. “Anderson and Stallins” What Price
Glory? And Carl Zuckmayer’s Rivalen.” German Quarterly. 20 ( Nov. 1947).
239-51.

21. Cf. Putman. Portable Rabelais. p. 10. note.

22. Herman Sudermann. The Joy of Living New York. 1902). p. 56. Cf. The note
on the bowdlerization of the first (1800) American translation of Giovanni Ver-
ga’s The House by the Medlar Tree by the recent translator. Raymond Rosen-
thal. in Signet Classic C225 (New York. 1964). p. viii: “The extensive cuts in
this first translation [by Mary A. Craig. with an introduction by William Dean
Howells]. which amount to more than fifty pages. seem to have been dictated by
Victorian prudery and caution. Thus. all overt or even covert references to sex.
all especially savage or ironical overtones. not to mention all expressions of an-
ticlerical or antigovernmental feeling. were carefully excised. Strangely enough.
the second translation into English. by Eric Mosbacher. which was published in
1953... followed these cuts.”

23. See my article on “Eugene O’Neil in Russia.” Poet Lore. 49 (Autumn 1943).
242-47.

24. Cf. Douglas Bub’s review in YCGL. 3 (1954). 99-101. In an article in Harper’s.
232 (april 1966). 94-102. called “The Hazardous Art of Mistranslation.” Andrew
R McAndrew gives numerous examples of distortion in the works of such au-
thors as Celine. Tolstoy. and Dostoevsky. For instance. after comparing pas-
sages from Notes from the Underground in translations by Constance Garnett
and David Magarshack. the writer concludes that “both translators convey the
impression that Dostoevsky is not much of a writer” (p. 100).

25.New York Times Book Review. Nov. 19. 1950. p. 45

26.Flowers of Evil (New York. 1936). p. vii. Cf. Jackson Matthew’s opinion on
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this point in On Translation.ed. R. A. Brower (Cambridge. Mass.. 1959). p. 68
27.Dante. The Devine Comedy. I: Hell. Penguin Classics L6 (Hammondsworth.
Middlesex. 1954). p. 56

28.Dante. Inferno. Mentor Book MD113 ( New York. 1959). translator’s note.
29.The Aeneid of Virgil (New York.1951). p. xii. John Cairncross. in the foreward
to his translation of Racine’s plays. reflects his dilemma with the particularly
terse and calculated lines of seventeenth-century French when he says that he
finds it necessary to adopt the “blank verse of ten syllables as the medium for
the English version. while the French of the poet has twelve ( the Alexandrine ).
The translator has therefore to condense Racine by a sixth and to strip his ver-
sion of every syllable that is not utterly essential. or else abandon literal transpo-
sition and devise a concise formula which gives the gist of Racine’s line.”
(Phaedre and Other Plays. Penguin Books L122 [Baltimore. 1963] p. 7)
30.Aenied. Anchor Book A20 (New York. 1952) . p. 8

31.The Theban Plays (New York 1956). p. xvi.

32 Euripedes. Alcestis and Other Plays. Penguin Classics L31 ( Hammond-
sworth. Middlesex. 1953) pp. 24-25.

33.The Antigone of Sophocles. (New York. 1951) p. vii.

34.0edipus Cycle of Sophocles. Harvest Books HB8 ( New York. 1949) pp.
239.40.

35.The Aeneid of Virgil. p. xii.

36.The Song of God : Bahagavand-Gita. Mentor Book M103 ( New York. 1949).
pp. 10-11.

37 Flowers of Evil. p. vii. Cf. George Steiner’s passage on the inadequacy of
prose translation in the introduction to his edition of The Penguin Book of
Modern Prose Translations: “ The point is simply this: though always imper-
fect. a verse translation. in that it represents. re-enacts the selection of language.
that stylization or innovation of syntax inseparable from the nature of poetic
composition. is more responsible to the intent. to the movement of spirit in the
original than a downward transfer into prose can ever be.” “Penguin Poets D94
[Baltimore. 1966] p. 27)

38 Homer. The Odyssey. Mentor Classics M21 ( New York 1949). pp. Vii and
278 respectively.

39.Ibid.. p. vii.

40.Lawrence. The Odyssey of Homer ( London. 1955). p. 440

41 Homer. The Odyssey. Penguin Books No. 613 ( New York. 1946). p. ix.

42 Virgil. The Pastoral Poems. Penguin Classics L8 ( Hammondsworth. Middle-
sex. 1949). p. 16.

43.Dante. The Divine Comedy. Rinehart Editions No. 72 ( New York. 1954). p.
Xiii.

44.Goethe’s. Fausr IT in YCGL. 10 ( 1961). 33-38.

45.The Autobiography of Benvenuto Cellinic Penguin Classics L49 ( Ham-
mondsworth. Middlesex. 1956). p. 13.
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46.Thucylides. The Peloponnesian War. Penguin Classics L49 ( Hammond-
sworth. Middlesex. 1954). p. 9.

47 Plato. The Republic. Penguin Classics L49 ( Hammondsworth. Middlesex.
1955). p. 48.

48 .Samuel Putman ( trans.) The Ingenuis Gentlemena Don Quixote de la Man-
cha by Cervantes ( New York. 1949). pp. Xvi. xviii.

49.Voltaire. Candide. Penguin Classics L4 (Hammondsworth. Middlesex. 1951).
p. 13-14. Cf. Vladimir Nabokov’s reference to Butt’s translation as an “execrable
English version of Candide” in On Translation. p. 110.

50.Honore de balzac. Old Goriot. Penguin Classics L17 ( Hammondsworth.
Middlesex. 1951). p. 23.

51.Cervantes. Don Quixote. Penguin Classics L10 ( Hammondsworth. Middle-
sex. 1950). p. 11.

52.Mentor Boo MD 113. translator’s note.

53.Inferno. Croft’s Classics ( New York. 1948). p. xii.

54.Penguin Books No. 613 pp. Vii and xiv respectively.

55.Tacitus on Imperial Rome. Penguin Classics L60 ( Hammondsworth. Mid-
dlesex. 1956). p. 23-24.

56.Henrik Ibsen. Three Plays. Penguin Classics L16 (Hammondsworth. Middle-
sex. 1950). p. 22.

57.Emile Zola. Germinal. Penguin Classics L45 (Hammondsworth. Middlesex.
1954). p. 14.

58.The fact that ]. M. Cohen’s pamphlet English Translators and Translations
( London. 1962) was included in the “Writers and Their Works” series of the
British Council. shows that a history of translation now deserves a place in a
series devoted to major authors. Other volumes might be mentioned. such as
Teoria e storia della traduzione by Georges Mounin ( Turin. 1965 ) and Ue-
berstezen: Vortages und Beitrage vom Internationalen Kongress literarischer
Uebbersetzer. ed. Rolf Italiaander ( Frankfurt am Main. 1965).

59.See Reuben A. Brower. ed.. On Translation ( Cambridge. Mass.. 1959( pp.
141.173-95.196-204.

60.“ 11 est assez remarquable que la theorie de la traduction ... fleurrisse en
Union Sovietique.” ( Carry. La Traduction. p. 73. note.)

61.The term has been suggested by Kurt Heinrich Hansen. translator of Wil-
liam Faulkner’s A Fable and other American works into German.

62.This is a parphrase of a definition by Ludwig Fulda. “ Die Kunst des Uebrset-
zens.” Aus der Werkstat ( Stutgart and Berlin. 1904). p. 162.

63.Andre Gide. Divers ( Paris. 1931). p. 189.
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